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(1778-1842) 

The millenarian perspective in Württemberg Pietism was groun<led in Lhc 
social base ol' Lliis movement. Current research on German Pietism has almosl 
entircly neglccted questions of communication, group culture, world view, am! 
the role of religion in the organization of life. 1 The contextualization ol' 
Würllemberg millenarianism can conlribule to filling in this gap. In recenl 
years, the conneclion between intellectual an<l social hislory has laid the 
groundwork for a new cultural history. 2 The research l present here has grown 
out of Lhis cultural historical perspeclive. 

Working in the Held of tensions among the individual an<l his or her gendcr, 
group membership, and religious ideas, l ask the following questions: To whal 
inlellectual aud ience was the work of a particular aulhor directed? How\ were 
those in the direct personal circle of leained me 1L infiueuced by their 
millenarian i<leas? Did they put their chiliasm into practice in their teachiug, 
pastoral work, and sermons? Were their families - their sons, daughters and 
wives - also included in the society of the learned? ls there a connection 
between the formation of elite groups and a millenarian perspective? 

These questions will be put to the lest in a case study. ßeate Hahn-Paulus 
(1778-1842), lhe daughter of the minister, watchmaker, and invenlor Philipp 
Matthüµs Hahn (1739-1790), was very familiar wilh the millenarian ideas or 
her falher aud those of his teacher, Friedrich Christoph Oelinger. In 1817 -
111 u11y yel1.rn a fler her father's death - al age 39 aud after 17 years of rnarri agc, 
13ealc Paul &s began to keep a d ia1-y. Her appareut primury couceru was wilh 
Lhe aca<l emlpl educaliou of her sous, which was permancutly impcrillcd by a 
<l isagreemenl l will! her husbaud ou Lhis maller. ß ea le's besceching prnycrs Lo 
God ure imbued with her millenarian hope tlial her sons would be permilled lo 
play u special role in prepariug for the coming of the king<lom of God. First, l 
provi<le aa' inlroduction to the <levelopment of Pietism in Germany and a 
sketch of thc most important millenarians in Württemberg. Then a connection 
will be ma<le 

1
lo Dca tc Hah u's close personal circle anti lo her own reception of 

the millenar iün perspcctive. 
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